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not doing what we are asking them to
do, but the White House is not asking
the military to do enough.

Mr. Speaker, the President must lead
on this issue. We have got dedicated
members of the Army, Air Force, Navy,
Marines, and Coast Guard who are will-
ing, ready, and able to be in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands to deliver
the relief to our neighbors and our citi-
zZens.

We need to ask the Department of
Defense to send more engineers, more
transportation companies, and expedi-
tionary sustainment battalions.

Yesterday, I asked a senior military
leader: How many pontoon bridges
have been erected in Puerto Rico to
cross those washed out roads? Zero.
How many miles of power transmission
lines have been reestablished to get
electricity out to more communities?
The answer is zero.

We have military engineers on the
ground, but they have not been asked
to do that. We need to direct our mili-
tary to provide the direct services on
the local or, in military parlance, on
the tactical level. I am not talking
about long-term rebuilding of Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands by the
United States military. I am talking
about directing the Department of De-
fense to establish the minimum infra-
structure necessary to do the job that
we should be asking them to do, which
is to provide relief to 3.5 million Amer-
icans in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands. Strategic movements are good,
military assessments and evaluations
help, but what is needed is no less than
what was done 7 years ago in Haiti.

Mr. Speaker, the President must lead
on this issue, and the President must
ask our military to do more.

——
NATIONAL FARMERS DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today is National Farm-
ers Day. From farm to fork, our farm-
ers work hard to put food on dinner ta-
bles across this country and around the
world.

Today has traditionally been a day to
recognize farmers and thank them for
all their endless hard work. Records of
National Farmers Day events date
back to the 1800s.

Mr. Speaker, our farmers are the cor-
nerstone of our rural communities.
They face tough odds by the very na-
ture of the business, and food security
is national security.

Right now, there is a critical short-
fall of skilled young and beginning
farmers and ranchers. That is why, to-
gether with Congressman JOE COURT-
NEY from Connecticut and Congress-
man JOHN FASO from New York, we in-
troduced the Young Farmer Success
Act.

This legislation provides incentives
for those who would like to pursue a
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future in the agriculture industry by
adding farmers to the Public Service
Loan Forgiveness Program, which cur-
rently offers loan payback assistance
for professions such as government
service, teaching, and nursing.

Under the program, eligible public
service professionals who make 10
years of income-driven student loan
payments can have the balance of their
loans forgiven.

On Monday, I heard from a number of
young farmers in upstate New York in
Congressman FAsoO’s district. The
House Agriculture Committee hosted a
farm bill listening session at SUNY
Cobleskill, and we covered topics from
dairy to specialty crops to nutrition
assistance programs, and we heard a
lot of excellent feedback from those
who shared their stories with us.

As the House Agriculture Committee
works to craft the next farm bill, these
listening sessions have allowed us to
hear firsthand from those who are di-
rectly impacted by the farm bill. They
provide us with real world examples of
what is working and what isn’t work-
ing.

With farmers in every region of this
country, we heard from many different
perspectives. This feedback will help us
write the best farm bill possible.

Mr. Speaker, food security is na-
tional security, and it aids the long-
term sustainability of our country.
They provide fresh produce and prod-
ucts to communities throughout the
country, and there is no better food
than something grown locally.

Today, we celebrate our food pro-
ducers on National Farmers Day, but
we should also celebrate them every
day for putting food on our tables and
in our grocery stores. Let’s face it,
farming is a tough business. Long
hours, unpredictable commodity
prices, and, even more, unpredictable
weather conditions, but it is also excit-
ing, rewarding, and full of opportuni-
ties.

Generations of farmers have worked
every patch of American soil caring for
the Earth, their animals, and their
neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, as vice chairman of the
House Agriculture Committee, I want
to wholeheartedly thank America’s
farmers for providing our country with
safe, sustainable, healthy, and nutri-
tious food every day. Happy Farmers
Day.

————

AMENDMENT TO THE WAR
POWERS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well, last
weekend I was shocked to read the
statements of the Republican chair of
the Foreign Relations Committee in
the Senate, Senator CORKER. He said
that, “Trump has put us on the path to
World War III.”

This makes it essential that Congress
assert its full powers under the Con-
stitution of the United States.
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In reaction to Nixon’s secret bombing
of Cambodia and the aftermath, Con-
gress passed something called the War
Powers Act. Unfortunately, there was a
dispute between the two bodies, and,
ultimately, the Senate prevailed and
watered down the bill.

Instead of saying, ‘‘Before the Presi-
dent engages our troops in hostilities,
that he or she must come to the Con-
gress,”” instead, the bill ultimately
adopted saying, ‘48 hours after the
President has engaged our troops in
hostilities, he or she must report to the
Congress and then seek subsequent au-
thorization, or the troops would be
withdrawn after 60 days.”’

I have introduced legislation in this
and preceding Congresses to fix that.
That clearly does not represent the
constitutional powers of the United
States Congress. The Constitution is
absolutely clear. Only Congress has the
authority to declare war. Once war is
declared, the President, under the Con-
stitution, is the Commander in Chief
and would act with one voice to con-
duct the war and coordinate military
efforts.

So my bill would say—do away with
the allowance of 48 hours and say: Be-
fore engaging U.S. troops and military
in hostilities, that the President must
first come to the Congress and seek a
declaration of war. I think it is abso-
lutely essential that this Congress act
on this legislation and make it clear to
the President of the United States that
he does not have the authority to wake
up one morning and tweet of an attack
against another country and engage
these people in an escalation that may
end, as Senator CORKER says, in World
War III.

This is a very dangerous time for our
country. It is time for this separate
and equal branch of the government to
assert its full authority to rein in any
and all dangerous activities by this
President.

————
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, the First Amendment of our Con-
stitution gives us this precious freedom
of speech that we so cherish in Amer-
ica. Contrary to heated debate and pub-
lic opinion, we, in the United States,
rarely face the kind of persecution that
necessitated this great protection. So I
rise today to shed 1light on the
abridgement of freedom of speech that
is often widely discussed, but that few
Americans ever have to endure.

Across the world, Mr. Speaker, indi-
vidual freedom of speech is frequently
infringed. A posted critique or just
sharing one’s views freely on the inter-
net can be punishable, even by death.

Late one evening in September, a
well-known Indian journalist, Gauri
Lankesh, was murdered outside her
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